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Some Reaſons Humbly offered again the 
Quakers unreaſonable Requef, , FOUC hing 
Elefions of Members to ſerve in Pars 


hament. 


for the more eaſe Polling the Free- holders of Ele&ions of Knights of the 
Shire, for the County of Suſſex and Yorkſhire. And having underſtood 
that the Quakers make Application to have their bare Declaration ſerve inſtead of a 
Legal Oath, and that without the Words [| As in the Preſence of Almighty God}, which 
as it appears great Preſumption in them to expe&t; So I Humbly beg Leave to offer 
ſome Reaſons againſt their Requeſt. And 


W HEREAS on February the 10th 170}, Leave was given to bring ig a Bill 


I]. Becauſe they are ſuch Mortal Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion, denyiog Jeſus 
of Nazareth to be Chriſt the Son of God ; and by Villifying and Contemaning the 
Holy Scriptures, and Reproaching the Chriſtian Miniſters, chiefly, or in the firſt 
place, becauſe they Preach out of the Bible.” All which, and much more | have prov'd 
out of their Books, in my Book now publifh'd, Intitled, Geliah*s Head cur off with his 
own Sword, and the Quakers routed by their own Weapons, &c. And Sold at the King 5- 
Head, the Crown, and Green Dragon in St. PauPs Church-Tard; and at the Bible under the 
Piazza in Cornhill: And which | ſtand ready to make good to their Faces, if deſir'd. 

H. And fince they can take a Legal Oath to ferve their-private latereſt, why ſhould 
they not do it to ſerve the Publick ? That many of ghem have, there are many 19- 
ſtances in the Conrts of Chancery; and in particular George Whitehead, againſt whom 
Mr: Thomas Daniel and Elzabeth his Wife, Exhibited a Bill ia my Lord'Mayor's Court 3 
to which George Whitehead put in his Anſwer upon Oath, April 9. 1695. as may be 
ſeen by the Records of that Conrt ; out of which I took a Copy of his faid Oath, 
Atteſted by Mr. G:b/on, Attorney in that Court. But ; 

HI. They by Principle are Enemies to the very Conſtitution of Parliaments, de- 
claring io their Books publickly, That a Parliament choſen by moſt Voices, are not bke 
to att for God, or the Good of the People. Again, That it was through Ipnorance that the 
People ſubjetted themſelves to Hereditary Government, ſtanding in a ſingle Perſon ſucceſſively 3 
and that our Nation have been under the Bonds of Slavery in this Reſpet, Moreover, Thet 
all Kings (and conſequently Queens) ſprung «p in the Night, ſince the Days of the Apoſtles 
puſiars, Anti- Chrif : And ba ſuch 4 dots _ E archly Kings, are m,n Apoſt ates, 
Spiritual Egyptians, &c, Theſe were their ancient Seditious and Anti- Monarchical, as 
well as Anti-Parliamentary Principles. But' were forgiven by the A& of Oblivion : 
But ſince their Toleration, they have afrefh reaſſerted them ; ſaying in Print, + «ze 
not ſenſible that we have alter 4 any one Principle of our Faith fince we-were a People ; but are 
the fame in every reſpect that we were 50.Tears ago 5, ws know not one Article of the Chri- 
ftian Faith in which we are alter d ſince we were a People . Therefore bluſh noe publickly to 
Declare, Thar we are not chang'y in onr Principles. And it fo, I Humbly conceive it 
ſtands them upon, firſt co retra theſe and the like Principles, before they preſume to 
ask ſuch Favours, as no Subjeds beſides them dare-to do. 

IV. Their Preſumption farther.appears, 'by their Contempt of Authority ; For let 
the Queen's Majeſty pur forth Her Royal Proclamation for the ſtri Obſervation of a 
General'Faſt, or Day of Thankſgiviog, for- ſome 'Signal Viftory, or other Natiouasl 
Bleſſiog, under Paia of Her High Diſpleaſure; They take no notice thereof, either in 
City or Couttry, but one goes to Plow, others to Cart, others keep open their Shops, 
in Contempt of Her Royal Authority : How then do they Ceſerve the Favour of the 
Government, who will not Obey Her Majeſty in one of Her leaſt, and moſt Chriſtian 
Commands? But again, | 

V. Whereas the Laws of the Land not only injoin the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, but all Preachers and Teachers of ſeparate Congregations, to Abjure the Pre- 
tended Prince of Wales ; which both Conformiſts and Diſſenting Proteſtants readily 
Obey. But as for  _—_ they wholly refuſe SubjeRtion to the Laws in that 
Caſe made aud provided, to the ill Example of Her Majeſties good Subjets. How 
then can they, without:greai Prefſumption, ask ſuch ſingular Fayours of the Govern- 
ment, who thus trample under Egot their Authoricy ? But, "OY 
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VI. Beſides all:this, altho" they are become, a conſderable Body of Beople, yer they 


will ant perſonally sſſiſt Her Majeſty, and 'the Kingdom, ia 'this time oft War: And 
that: thetr being: thus paſſed by.with Impunity,: 'tis preſum'd that mapy .tura Quakers 
on that Account; ſothar for every Man that'turns Quaker, the Queen loſes an afhlting 
Subje&, whereby. the Strength of the Kingdom is thereby weaken'd.' + And it is far- 
ther obſervable, that amongſt the Quakers, \there are yo Cripples on that accotat, no 
Wooden Legs, Broken Arms, or Loſt Limbs: But when there is any Advantage in 
Trade, procur'd by the War, no People upon the Earth are ſo ready to run aud go 
to reap the Benefic of it; who thereby (like the Jews) inrich themſelves. All which 
duly conſider'd, what great Preſumption is it ia them to beg ſuch Favours, (aad ſuch 
ſiagular Ones too, as none but themielves haye the Face to ask). | 

Laſtly, But beſides all this,' they are ſo-ancharitable; as that they. acccunt all \but 
themſelves, from the Queen on. the Throne, to the Beggar on the Dunghil, ſack” Infi- 
dels, that they will neicker marry or bury with Us; yea, they account that .to be 
marry'd with a Miniſter, is ſuch an Abomination, that as their own -Words are (ia. 
one of their Orders by me) 7c. :s.a Diſhonour to their Holy Profeſſion: And that ſuch of 
them as do, they deny them burial with them. - How.-thea caa they expet from ſuch 
as they account Inhdels ſuch fingolar Favours, without ag unwarrantable Preſumptioa ? 
But for them to Requeſt, as I'aay'told they do, - to have the Words [ As in the Preſence 
of Almighty - God] left out, is ſuch an! uoparallel'd piece of Preſamption, that none 
but a Quaker can be' guilty of, eſpecially confilering that the moſt nated among them, 
George. Whitehead for one, ſtands: charg'd with declaring for Truth, . that which he 
knew to be Falſe, and that in a plain Matter of FaQ, and that in more Inſtagces 
than one. 3 EM T4 | "EY , 

To conclude theſe brief Remarks; I grant, that in. their late Prints, they ſome- 
times will ſeem thankful to the Goverameat:for their Exemptions from thoſe Obliga- 
tions, that all Chriſtians, bath Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts, are oblig'd to, un- 
der certain Penalties. But to their Friends, . in order to keep up their .Pretences to 
 Infallibilicy, and Prophetical Inſpirations, they attribute theſe their Advances to the 
fulfiliog of their own Prophecies, as: I have ſhew'd ia..my Book above-noted. For 
whea their Solemn Affirmations was firſt granted them, -to-be taken inſtead of a For- 
mal-Oath, and which was obtain'd by the frequeat Solicitations, and other ſecret Me- 
thods of their Grandees. Yet this 'their Solema Affirmation was by many of their 
Brethren, and ſtill is (of which I am aa. Ear-witaeſs) :accounted as bad as a Legal 
Oath; and that becauſe of theſe. Wards, wiz. As inthe Preſence of Almighty God, And 
thereupon complain'd, That their Friends George Whitehead, &c. had ſubjeed their 
Teſtimony to Man's: Will, contrary to their ancieat Teſtimony : Upon which George 
Whitehead, &c. wrote an Epiſtle to ſatisfie their Scruples, (one of which I have by me) 
ia which are theſe Words, viz. .Let at now bethankful, that the Lord hath ſo tender'd the 
Hearts of many in Authority, as ta {lubject thetr TUilts /o far to Friends Intreaties. 
. Let none therefore count, or call thu A fubjecting our Teſtimony to the Will of Man, ſeeing 
God hath ſo far (\tbjected Man's TO: ro var Chriſtian Deſire. And it is farther ob- 
ſervable from this Epiſtle, ia which they labour'd to ſatisfie their Frieads Scruples, 
touchiag their ſaid Affirmation, that they quote not one. Verſe of Scripture, but the 
Books of Fox, Penn, and ten more-of their Apoſtles ; {which is a Demonſtration that 
it is as George Whitehead teaches in his Book, Truth Defending, &c. p. 7. That what is 
ſpoken by the Spirit of Truth in any; (meaning themſelves) « of greater Authority than the 
Scriptures, Viz. That they account their own Books of greater Authority than the Holy 
Bible. And fince they have in. Priaz deay'd our whole Religion, and declare they 
differ in the: Foundation from/all Chriſtians ia the World; it is Humbly hop'd, that 
they ſhall not therefore be Privileg'd with Favours above al} the Queen's Subjeas. 
Siga'd on the behalf of all Chriſtian Churches, by FRANCIS BUGG. 
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